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6.1  INTRODUCTION

The crops that feed us stand outdoors in the wind, rain, and frost.
Except for 17 pounds of fish in the 1400 pounds each American eats
yearly, all the food for us and the feed for our animals, too, grows on
a third of a billion acres of cropland and vast rangelands and pas-
tures, exposed to the annual lottery of the weather. Although about 50
million acres of American crops are protected from drought by irriga-
tion, even these depend on precipitation in the long run, and sheltering
crops in greenhouses from temperature extremes is too expensive for
staples. Thus, decade after decade grocery prices for all and hunger
of the poor puncture the arrogance of our technology and remind us that
a few chance degrees of warmth or drops of rain, properly timed, protect
us. If it were not so, "Then all the concern about future climate that
has been so widespread in recent years would be much ado about nothing"
(McQuigg, 1979).

6.1.1 Concentrating on a Critical, Susceptible, and Exemplary Subject

Agriculture is broad.  It is the science and art of the production of
plants and animals useful to man and in varying degrees their prepara-
tion for man's use and their disposal by marketing. This chapter on
agriculture could, therefore, encompass forests and fisheries as well
as farmers, hunters, and grocers as well as farmers, logs, and hogs
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